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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN
SOUTHERN DIVISION
JOHN DOE MC-1,
Case No. 2:20-cv-10568-VAREAS

Plaintiff,

Hon. Victoria A. Roberts

v.

Magistrate Judge Elizabeth A.
Stafford
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN and
REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
MICHIGAN,

Master Case Filing

ORDER
ESTABLISHING INDIVIDUAL PLAINTIFFS’ LEADERSHIP ROLES
Plaintiffs filed their “INDIVIDUAL PLAINTIFFS’ JOINT MOTION FOR
LEADERSHIP ROLES” on January 28, 2021. Having carefully considered the joint
submission of the respective plaintiffs’ counsel, the Court approves the leadership
structure as proposed.
I.

Plaintiffs’ Leadership Structure
The Court finds that the attorneys in the leadership structure have already

shown an ability and willingness to act diligently on behalf of all plaintiffs and
proposed plaintiffs. The Court therefore appoints the proposed Lead Counsel and the
Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee.
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The Court recognizes it is appropriate to proceed with the adoption of a
structure for leadership, and to appoint counsel to those positions. The Court believes
in a centralized framework that avoids disadvantages of an overly elaborate
infrastructure, provides ample resources for vigorous prosecution, delivers strong
and flexible leadership, and encourages counsel to avoid unnecessary duplication of
efforts and to control fees and expenses in this litigation. Therefore, the Court finds
that leadership of the filed plaintiffs and potential plaintiffs should be structured as
follows, which includes a brief description of the leadership duties and
responsibilities.
A. Lead Counsel
The Court appoints three attorneys to act as co-lead Counsel for all individual
Plaintiffs’ cases subject to the jurisdiction of this Court (collectively, “Lead
Counsel”). Lead Counsel will have the duties outlined in the Manual for Complex
Litigation, Fourth (“MCL Fourth”) §10.221, which include formulating and
presenting positions on substantive and procedural issues during the mediation and
litigation (after consultation with members of the Steering Committee and other cocounsel as may be appropriate). The authority, duties and responsibilities of Lead
Counsel are more specifically set forth in Section II, below. The Court makes the
following appointments to Lead Counsel:
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Michael A. Cox
The Mike Cox Law Firm, PLLC
17430 Laurel Park Drive North, Suite 120 E
Livonia, MI 48154
Office: 734-591-4002
Facsimile: 734 591-4006
mc@mikecoxlaw.com
Mick S. Grewal, Sr.
Grewal Law PLLC
2290 Science Parkway
Okemos, MI 48864
(517) 393-3000
(517) 393-3003 fax
mgrewal@4grewal.com
Richard W. Schulte
Wright & Schulte, LLC
865 S. Dixie Drive
Vandalia, OH 45377
937-435-7500
937-435-7511
rschulte@yourlegalhelp.com
B. Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee.
The Court establishes a Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee of twelve (12)
attorneys for all individual Plaintiffs’ cases subject to the jurisdiction of this Court.
The Steering Committee will have the duties outlined in MCL Fourth §10.221. The
Steering Committee is established to ensure that all group members’ interests and
positions are represented in decision making. The authority, duties and
responsibilities of Lead Counsel are more specifically set forth in Section II, below.
The Court makes the following appointments to the Steering Committee:
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Megan Bonanni
Pitt McGehee Palmer Bonanni & Rivers
117 W 4th Steet, #200
Royal Oak, MI 48067
248-398-9800
mbonanni@pittlawpc.com
Bartholomew Dalton
Dalton & Associates, P.A.
1106 W. 10th St.
Wilmington, DE 19806
Phone: 302-652-2050
Fax:302-652-0687
bdalton@bdaltonlaw.com
Stephen Drew
Drew, Cooper and Anding
Aldrich Place, Suite 200
80 Ottawa Ave. NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Phone: 616-454-8300
Fax: 616-454-0036
sdrew@dca-lawyers.com
Stephen Estey
Estey & Bomberger
2869 India St.
San Diego, CA 92103
Phone: 619-295-0035
Fax: 619-295-0172
steve@estey-bomberger.com
Todd Flood
Flood Law
401 N. Main St.
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Royal Oak, MI 48067
Phone: 248-547-1032
Fax: 248-547-0140
tflood@floodlaw.com
Donna MacKenzie
Olsman, MacKenzie, Peacock & Wallace
2684 W. Eleven Mile Rd.
Berkley, MI 48072
Phone: 248-591-2300
Fax: 248-591-2304
DMacKenzie@olsmanlaw.com
John Manly
Manly, Stewart and Finaldi
19100 Von Karman Ave.
Suite 800
Irvine, CA 92612
Phone: 949-252-9990
Fax: 855-944-0710
jmanly@manlystewart.com
Jonathan Marko
Marko Law
1300 Broadway St.
Floor 5
Detroit, MI 48226
Phone: 313-777-7529
Fax: 313-771-5785
jon@markolaw.com
David Shea
Shea Law, PLLC
26100 American Dr. F2
Southfield, MI 48034
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Phone: 248-354-0224
Fax: 248-354-0440
david.shea@sadplaw.com
Parker Stinar
Wahlberg, Woodruff, Nimo & Sloane, LLP
4601 DTC Blvd.
Suite 950
Denver, CO 80237
Phone: 303-647-9102
Fax: 303-571-1806
parker@denvertriallawyers.com
James White
White Law, PLLC
2549 Jolly Road
Suite 340
Okemos, MI 48864
Phone: 517-316-1195
Fax: 517-316-1197
jameswhite@whitelawpllc.com
Michael Wright
Wright & Schulte, LLC
130 W 2nd St
Suite 1600
Dayton, OH 45402
937-222-7477
mwright@yourohiolegalhelp.com
II.

Roles, Responsibilities, and Duties of Lead Counsel and the Plaintiffs’
Steering Committee
The specific duties to be undertaken by Lead Counsel and members of the

Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee include the following duties:
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A.

Lead Counsel

Lead Counsel, after consultation and collaboration with members of the
Steering Committee and other co-counsel as may be appropriate, are responsible for
prosecuting any and all claims brought against the University of Michigan for sexual
assault committed by Dr. Robert Anderson, as well as coordinating the pretrial
proceedings conducted by counsel for the individual Plaintiffs. More specifically,
and among other things, Lead Counsel shall, in consultation with members of the
Steering Committee and other co-counsel as may be appropriate:
(a) determine (after consultation with members of the Plaintiff’s Steering
Committee and other co-counsel as may be appropriate) and present (in briefs, oral
argument, or such other fashion as may be appropriate, personally or by a designee)
to the Court and opposing parties the position of the Plaintiffs on matters arising
during the coordinated proceedings;
(b) coordinate the initiation and conduct of discovery on behalf of the
Plaintiffs consistent with the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 26, including the
preparation of joint interrogatories and requests for production of documents and the
examination of witnesses in depositions, except that the discovery and motions
initiated by the Defendants directed to or regarding named individual Plaintiffs will
be handled by the attorney(s) for those individuals;
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(c) delegate specific tasks to other counsel in a manner to ensure that pretrial
preparation for the Plaintiffs is conducted effectively, efficiently and economically;
(d) enter into stipulations with opposing counsel;
(e) convene meetings of the Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee or other
subcommittees, determined as necessary for the purpose of proposing joint action
and discussing and resolving matters of common concern;
(f) organize themselves and agree on a plan for conducting the litigation on
behalf of all Plaintiffs;
(g) brief and argue motions for the Plaintiffs and file opposing briefs and argue
motions and proceedings initiated by other parties (except as to matters specifically
directed to individual Plaintiffs and their counsel) or designate the appropriate
counsel to carry out these tasks;
(h) consult with and employ expert witnesses;
(i) maintain time and expense records for work performed, costs incurred and
other disbursements made, and related matters on behalf of the Steering Committee,
and report with reasonable regularity, in writing, to the other members of Leadership
counsel concerning expenses, disbursements, and receipts;
(j) monitor work performed by the Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee and any
other subcommittee members deemed necessary and those whose work it has
specifically authorized;
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(k) perform all tasks necessary to carry out the functions of Lead Counsel and
to properly coordinate plaintiffs’ pretrial activities;
(l) coordinate task-specific subcommittees of counsel, as appropriate;
(m) authorize Plaintiffs’ counsel to initiate case-specific motions and
discovery;
(n) designate Plaintiffs’ counsel authorized to attend hearings and depositions;
(o) conduct settlement negotiations on behalf of Plaintiffs, and enter into
settlement agreements subject to Court approval;
(p) coordinate and communicate with Defendants’ counsel with respect to the
matters addressed in this paragraph.
B. Steering Committee
Members of the Steering Committee shall consult with and operate in
collaboration with the Lead Counsel in the prosecution of any and all claims brought
against the University of Michigan for sexual assault committed by Dr. Robert
Anderson, as well as coordinating the pretrial proceedings conducted by counsel for
the individual Plaintiffs. Without limitation, the duties of the Plaintiffs’ Steering
Committee include:
(a) participate and coordinate with Lead Counsel in the preparation of briefs,
motions, discovery, and depositions as and when required by the needs of the Master
Case;
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(b) participate and coordinate with Lead Counsel in the initiation and conduct
of discovery on behalf of plaintiffs, consistent with the requirements of Fed. R. Civ.
P. 26, including the preparation of joint interrogatories and requests for production
of documents and the examination of witnesses in depositions:
(c) assist in and provide counsel regarding other tasks that may arise in pretrial
preparation for plaintiffs;
(d) participate, attend, and collaborate at meetings of the Plaintiffs’ Steering
Committee or other subcommittees, as determined by Lead Counsel;
(e) consult with and prepare expert witnesses, when requested;
(f) maintain time and expense records for any requested work, maintain
records of any costs incurred, and report those same records to other members of the
Plaintiffs’ Steering Committee and Lead Counsel as requested;
(g) coordinate task-specific subcommittees of counsel, when requested.
ORDERED.

s/ Victoria A. Roberts
Victoria A. Roberts
United States District Judge
Dated: February 3, 2021
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